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Fred Garnett Biography
I am the Policy Advisor for Community Learning at Becta, currently looking at a range of issues to with Community Learning and the new e-strategy from a social and digital inclusion perspective. These include aspects of the NLN-ACL initiative, Metadata for Community Content and Andragogic Models of Learning, UK online centres, the new Community Learning funding from the Big Lottery Fund, Offender Learning and Media Literacy to mention a few. 
I formerly managed the Community Programmes Team at Becta which built the Help is at Hand website for UK online centres and advised various government departments on UK online centres, Cybrarian, the Adult Learners Portal, Culture on-line, the future of libraries, as well as NOF on their CALL and CGfL initiatives. Internally at Becta I have worked on the ICT Advice site, CMS procurement and cross-sectoral Internet Safety Policies. I am also a specialist in Community Grids for Learning and on-line communities. 

Previous work has included lecturing on Political Science in Colorado, USA and Computer Science in Lewisham College. From 1984 I lectured on the social impact of IT, writing the first Internet Unit for Greenwich University in 1995 and creating e-learning resources from 1997. I worked with the London Borough of Lewisham on their Connected Community projects and set up the TaLENT Consortium, establishing the Lewisham community web-site and server for community projects. I also worked as Accessibility and Usability consultant on the EU-IST GALA project and taught Social Issues in Web Design at University of North London. 

I run the Creekside Environmental Education Centre in Deptford Creek in my spare time which allows me to get into an Urban Ecology environment. 
I am a Visiting Research Fellow in Informal Learning at the Ideas Lab University of Sussex and I am a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts 

